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Educational Meeting Schedule

October 10—Educational
Meeting
TAMC, Presque Isle, ME

Just think of all the CME
credits you will obtain by
attending these meetings!

October 11-15 NAMSS
Conference
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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President’s Message
Cheryl Schilke, CPMSM

To me, September is always the start of the New Year. Maybe it is a
hangover from school days or maybe because I get another year older in
September. Whatever the reason, in September, I try to take a deep breath
and reassess where I am and where I am going. Personally, about all I can
cope with is getting older. Professionally, business is almost too good and
we are busier than ever. As President of MeAMSS as my term winds down,
I am assessing our accomplishments and opportunities for growth.

MeAMSS is YOUR organization. What direction do you want it to take?
It exists to serve your needs. After a successful biennial conference in
May, we have some discretionary funds that can be used to meet those
needs.

In 2007, we surveyed the membership and you wanted
e A LENDING LIBRARY
The library was created and is physically located at TAMC. We
have had very few members borrow materials. Is this something
you want the Board to continue to fund? What kind of materials do
you want us to stock?

e A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH THE QUALITY
PROFESSIONALS
We attempted to arrange some joint meetings with little success.
Perhaps with new leadership in their organization, we can try again.

e CONTINUED FOCUS ON EDUCATION
Over the past 12 years, we have had some very dedicated education
committee members who have put on some great programs, earning
us lots of CEUs at home at little cost to the individual members.
Our October 10, 2008 meeting in Presque Isle will have great
speakers and a timely topic. Our May 2 day conference in Wells
was well attended and well received. The Board is considering
using the profit from this meeting to book a national speaker for
2009. One topic suggested was the complex relationship of
employment law and medical staff regulations for employed
providers. Any other topics? Is there interest in bringing a
certification prep course to Maine?

Continued on Page 2



President’s Message Continued

* FORMALIZE THE MENTORING PROGRAM
A policy was drafted to formalize the program but has not yet been implemented.

= SCHOLARSHIP FUND
A scholarship fund was established and funded with $500 this year. The fund is available to any
member for professional education — whether that be meeting fees, certification exam fees, on-
line courses or any other activity that would contribute to professional development. All you
need to do is submit a request to any Board member. To date, there have been no requests.
Should there be more money in this fund?

= IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WEBSITE
We have posted the contents of the library, organizational policies and the current uniform
applications. Copies of the Lighthouse back to 2004 are posted. Employment opportunities are
listed. What else would you like to see?

Please submit any comments or suggestions to me cschilke(@synernet.net or to any Board member. Names
and contact information are also on the MeAMSS website and in each issue of the Lighthouse.

News from NAMSS

Use of Stamped Signatures in the Medical Record (CR 5971 Clarification)

Stamped signatures are not acceptable on any medical record. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) has taken this step to ensure accurate application of Medicare’s program requirements throughout the
nation. CMS has identified problems of noncompliance with existing statutes, regulations, rules, and other systematic
problems relating to standards of practice for a valid physician’s signature on medical orders and related medical
documents.

CR 5971 was issued to prohibit the use of stamped signatures. These requirements are intended to apply to

all providers/suppliers. Although stamped signatures are not acceptable on any medical record, Medicare
will accept hand written, electronic signatures, or facsimiles of original written or electronic signatures.

If you have any questions, please contact your carrier, FI, A/B MAC, or DME MAC at their toll-free
number, which may be found on the CMS Web site.

Coleen McGeachey has been chosen to participate in the HS Credentialing Task Force as one of 2 people
representing the Northeast.

Coleen McGeachey is the medical staff coordinator at New England Rehab Hospital of Portland. She will be
representing the Northeast region on a national committee.







